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Editorial

elcome to this edition of The Standard! By the grace and
help of Our Lady, we are able to give an overview of a
very busy 2017 – the extraordinary Centenary of the Blessed Virgin’s apparitions at Fatima! The highlight of the year was the special “twin” Rosary Rally campaigns in both May and October
which we showcase here. Special home visits with the large
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima to diverse areas of our country were
also a strong feature of 2017. In addition South Africa Needs Our
Lady had the great pleasure of moving to bigger, dedicated offices - “Assumption House” - on the 15th August 2017, Feast of
the Assumption.
Many prayer cards, novenas and devotionals were printed in
the course of the year including a meditational booklet on the
Rosary and a book on the Miraculous Medal.
We also fulfilled a cherished dream by importing a selection
of beautiful statues and crucifixes from Brazil. The course of the
year saw as well some very spiritually rewarding campaigns undertaken. One of these was the mailing out of the edifying work,
“The Book of Confidence.” Campaigns to spread the Rosary and
Miraculous Medal were conducted with tens of thousands of
these being distributed.
A garland “fit for a queen” was sent to Our Lady at Fatima as
a gesture of love and devotion from South Africa. This garland,
comprising thousands of tiny roses, carried your petitions and
aspirations to the very spot where heaven touched earth in
1917…
The year culminated with a special edition of our Marian Calendar which celebrates the Bicentennial anniversary of the oﬀicial foundation of the Catholic Church in South Africa.
A fundamental tenet of our work is promoting devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary which is so central to her Message and
indispensable if we seek to save our nations and the world from
the threat of chastisement. We are most indebted to you, our valued readers, friends and cherished fellow Catholics for all your
support, encouragement, prayers and financial assistance in this
work for Our Lady – making her profound Fatima Message better
known, loved and lived. May I exhort all our dear readers to embrace the daily recitation of the Rosary and encourage this far
and wide! We need a “tsunami” of prayers, especially the Rosary,
if we have any hope of changing minds and souls.
Please feel free to contact us with any suggestions or comments you may have as to actions we may undertake to help our
country and Holy Church in these days of crying need on so many
fronts.
Yours in Jesus and Mary
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Family Action South Africa (FASA) is a private association of lay Catholic South
Africans concerned about the moral crisis shaking the remnants of Christian civilisation. It is a civic, cultural, and nonpartisan organisation which, inspired by the
traditional teachings of the Supreme Magisterium of the Roman Catholic Church,
works in a legal and peaceful manner in the realm of ideas to defend and promote
the principles of private ownership, family, and perennial Christian values with
their twofold function: individual and social. FASA’s words and efforts have always been faithfully at the service of Christian civilization.

In Brief
Students for Life Pro-Life campaign at
University of Cape Town

A

few weeks ago,
Students for Life
held a successful campaign at the University
of Cape Town (UCT)
campus. Over four
thousand flyers were
distributed, over fifteen
thousand social media
views recorded and around fifty five students signed
up. There was however some opposition from proabortion groups. For example, one abortion activist
grabbed and tore up pro-life pamphlets out of students hands. The same group is, as a core activity,
doing sex education in local schools (parents beware). A group on UCT medical campus advocated
free taxpayer funded abortion; oﬀered lessons to
medical students on how to kill babies, etc. A British
abortionist organisation has made a large donation
to promote abortion in South Africa - and this seems
the partial result. Philip Rosenthal
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Scotland Consecrated to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary

n a large ceremony attended by the Church Hierarchy and thousands of Catholics, Scotland was oﬀicially consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
Bishop John Keenan, on behalf of the faithful, declared “We consecrate Scotland to you: all that we
have, all that we love, all that we
are. To you, we give our minds
and hearts, our bodies and
souls… [We] devote ourselves
wholeheartedly to the service of
your blessed name, in order to
assure, through the sovereignty
of your Immaculate Heart, the
coming of the kingdom of your
adorable Son, Jesus Christ, in
our own hearts and in our country of Scotland.” The historic consecration took place at the shrine of
Our Lady at Carfin, 35 miles west of Edinburgh, and
was later recognized by the Scottish Parliament in a
statement. Crusade Magazine

Catholic Institute of Education urges Parents to be part of SGB elections.

he School Governing Body (SGB) elections were
scheduled for 1-31 March 2018. SGB elections are
the third largest elections after the national/provincial and local government elections in South Africa.
The education system in South Africa is
facing many challenges to the extent
that some experts have described the
situation as a crisis. The Catholic Institute of Education (CIE) says that it is
therefore an opportune time for parents
to take charge of the education of their
children and guarantee a better future
for them. The CIE urged parents to sacrifice their time and make eﬀorts to ensure that SGBs are comprised of those
who can make a positive contribution to
the school's governance and who have
the best interest of the school at heart. At this time
when there is a proposed law threatening to curtail
the powers of SGBs, there is a need to make a firm
statement and elect wisely. SGBs are formed in line
with the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996 in order
to govern the aﬀairs of public schools. The aim of the

Act is to decentralise power and ensure that school
communities participate in the governance of their
schools. The Act lists the governance roles of SGBs as
follows: to promote the best interests of the school
and strive to ensure the school's development through the provision of quality
education for all learners at the school;
to support the principal, educators and
other staﬀ of the school in the performance of their professional functions; may
recommend the appointment of educator and non-educator staﬀ employed by
the department at the school to the
provincial HOD and; must adopt a constitution, code of conduct, language policy and develop a mission statement for
the school. The above serves to show
that the role of SGBs in schools is of utmost importance and cannot be underestimated. The role of parents in SGBs is endorsed by Catholic Church doctrine
which recognises parents as the first and most
important
educators
of
their
children.
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How Our Lady Transformed
Jacinta and Francisco into

O
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n the morning of May 13th,
2017, perhaps the most
amazing event that happened at the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal was the canonization
of Jacinta Marto and her brother,
Francisco. They became the youngest
children to be canonized (who are not
martyrs) in nearly 2,000 years of Christianity.
How did these two children
achieve Christian perfection at such
young ages? How did they acquire
virtues in the heroic degree
which took other saints a lifetime of asceticism to achieve?
How did Our Lady transform
these two children into great
saints?
Transformation from
Child to Saint
The saints agree that perfect obedience requires giving
up one’s own will. Saints Francisco and Jacinta adhered
faithfully to Mary’s will at the
least prompting. Her apparitions gave their lives a higher
purpose and transformed
them in a matter of months.
One sign of this transformation
is a change of will. Our Lady
told them to pray and they did.
Our Lady asked them to oﬀer sacrifices and they did. They did numerous
penances such as wearing coarse
ropes directly against their skin all the
time. Even when the rope cut into
their skin and the pain it caused prevented them from sleeping at night,
they wouldn’t relent from practicing
such a severe penance. However,
when Our Lady instructed them not to
wear the ropes at night, they again
obeyed.
Another remarkable transformation took place in the very hearts of
Jacinta and Francisco. The children’s
only desire was to please Mary. They
were willing to do anything for love of
Jesus and Mary, oﬀering sacrifices of
hunger, thirst, discomfort and the
3

constant harassment of disbelievers.
One radical example of the very
real persecution they endured occurred on August 13, 1917. On their
way to their fourth appointment with
Our Lady, the three children were abducted by the administrator of
Ourém. During their imprisonment,
the other prisoners wanted to distract
Jacinta by singing and dancing with
her. She quickly tired of this. In order
to do something more pleasing to
Mary, Jacinta hung her Brown Scapular on the wall, invited
everyone in the prison
cell to kneel before it,
and they all prayed
the Rosary.
Even when the administrator
threatened to throw them in
a cauldron of boiling
oil if they didn’t reveal
the secret Our Lady
entrusted to them,
these children chose
death rather than displeasing Our Lady. To
live or to die no longer
mattered to them. To
please Jesus and Mary
became their only
concern.
Mary Changed Their Lives and
Dreams
It is known that these children
were not always little saints. Their
lives were those of typical children.
One example of this is that, before the
Angel of Peace appeared to them,
they prayed an abbreviated version of
the rosary. Instead of saying each
prayer, they would simply say the
words “Our Father” and “Hail Mary.”

In this way, they were able to get back
to their games all the sooner. Our
Lady radically changed their lives.
What they used to see as a chore was
now a source of spiritual nourishment. They soon burned with the desire to pray the Rosary, not just every
day, but many times throughout the
day.
All children grow up full of hopes
and expectations. Some dream of becoming famous like a professional
athlete or an actor. Others dream of
becoming rich. Others dream of
something more honourable like becoming a firefighter, a policeman, a
professor or a war hero. Surely, Francisco and Jacinta had their childhood
dreams as well.
But, when Our Lady appeared to
them, any dreams they may have had
vanished. They no longer dreamed
about the joys of the world. Their only
joy was to obey Mary’s will. They no
longer hoped for a long, full and
happy life. Their only hope was to go
to Heaven. They no longer dreamed of
fame or riches. Their only dream was
to please God, console the Sacred
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, and convert
and save sinners.
They Made Her Heart Theirs
How were such young children
transformed into great saints? The answer seems to be an invitation and a
challenge to everyone, especially children, for all times. They simply made
Mary’s will their will. They made her
desires their desires. They made her
hopes and dreams theirs. In short,
they made her heart theirs. Perhaps,
this is the best explanation of what
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary consists of. n

Jacinta’s Story is the Fatima story imaginatively told
through the eyes of Saint Jacinta Marto. The book is hardcover and richly illustrated by author Andrea F. Phillips.
Jacinta’s Story contains many vital lessons for children why it is so important that they pray the Rosary, obey their
parents and follow the difficult but rewarding road of virtue
in this life.
Hardcover, full colour, 61 pages.. . . . R120 plus postage

Red Candle to Fatima

By Bernard Tuffin

T

here is something overwhelming about being present at a place where Our
Lady has appeared. It is almost impalpable - a sense of awe and tranquillity
– supernatural and monumental.
This is especially so at Fatima - a
place where heaven touched earth,
where three shepherd children’s lives
were so touched that sanctity ensued;
a place graced by the presence of
their mortal remains – two of which
have been raised to the altars, where
Popes, multitudes, the grand and the
small have beaten a path, to humbly
pray and seek Our Lady’s favour.
This place was graced by Our
Lady’s appearance in 1917, bearing a
message of extreme importance for the salvation
of souls and well being of
our world; a message maternally imploring our adhesion, and so crucial that
it has been characterised
by some as “a Heaven-sent
survival manual!”
A place which was privy
to one of the most incredible miracles of all time;
the terrifying movements of the sun
in October 1917 which were witnessed by a multitude of 70 000

people!
On June 1st, 2017, I walked slowly
toward the great Sanctuary, savouring the moment and trying to remember an earlier long-ago visit... I was
bearing in my hands the large red candle which was created from thousands of tiny red candles sent by you,
dear friends and devotees of Our
Lady. The candle encompassed the
many hopes, aspirations and sighs of
countless South Africans, their eyes
turned to our Mother imploring her intercession on our personal needs and
those of our beloved country.
It was my enormous privilege on
this occasion to personally take this
candle to the feet of Our Lady and
pray fervently in union with and on
behalf of so many whose supplications were reflected in the tiny flickering flame…
It was my heartfelt prayer that Our
Lady look with special solicitude on
all the intentions contained in our
candle and these were further entrusted to the intercession of Saints
Francisco and Jacinta, heroic child examples of chastity, fortitude and self-sacrifice.
At Fatima, Our Lady
asked specifically for the
daily Rosary and the First
Five Saturday devotions
to save souls and avert
chastisement.
We can all rise to the
occasion and play our
part in these times of
confusion and chaos by
simply heeding her requests, so that
the accomplishment of her promise
may be hastened! “In the end my Immaculate Heart will Triumph!” n

Roses for Our Lady from South Africa

13 October 2017

Rosette at Fatima

O

T

housands of little white
rosettes were fashioned into a
beautiful garland and this was
delivered to the Fatima Shrine in Portugal in early November. It carried the
hopes, intentions, prayers and supplications of South Africa Needs Our Lady
members. Your petitions were delivered at the same time. e opportunity to send a rosette to Fatima was
especially appreciated by those who
could not go to Portugal during this
year but still wanted to honour the
anniversary. The “fashioning” of the
mini roses into a beautiful garland
was a labour of devotion and appreciation for Our Lady, Mother and
Queen, without whose love and
patronage, we would be nothing…

13 May 2017

n 13 May and 13 October 2017, the 100th
anniversary of the apparitions of Our
Lady of Fatima, a red rose was delivered
to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal
for every Rosary Rally Captain as well as the
colour roses sent by our generous supporters.
This homage was solemnly oﬀered to the
Blessed Virgin in thanksgiving for the graces
manifested in the great success of the Rosary rallies and the huge bouquets also reflected the
love, devotion and gratitude of so many of our
South Africa Needs Our Lady supporters. n
4

More than 1000 Rosary Rallies in South Africa
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centennial Public
Square Rosary Crusade
2017
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hen Our Lady appeared
to the three children at
Fatima in 1917, she insisted on one prayer and asked that it
be prayed daily – The Holy Rosary! If
she asked so insistently for its recitation, it MUST have eﬀicacy way beyond our observations... Indeed Our
Lady had confided to Sister Lucy that
special graces are conceded in our
day to those who pray this centuriesold prayer of the Church. Sister Lucy
also revealed that the final battle of
our days (in the context of the Fatima
Message) would revolve around the
Family Institution! Can anyone doubt
this?
Therefore, South Africa Needs Our
Lady decided to pull out all the stops
and promote Rosary Crusades during
2017 to commemorate the impressive
100-year anniversary of the Blessed
Virgin’s warnings to mankind in 1917.
The goal of 1000 Rally Captains for the
two special days in May and October
was achieved – marking the beginning and the end of the Centennial
commemoration.
Our country is in desperate need of
prayer and especially public prayer.
We MUST spiritually counter-attack all
the terrible moral evils, especially the
growth in Satanism and blasphemy

against Our Lord and His Holy Mother.
To do this, our special ongoing goal is
to promote the Rosary and the Fatima
Message in town squares all across
South Africa, and fight for the real solutions to the moral decadence derailing our nation!

To kick oﬀ our ambitious 2017 Public Rosary Crusade, we listed three
main reasons impelling us to take our
prayer Crusade “to the streets.” These
were and remain the same:
Reason 1 – Reparation: The need
for reparation is greater than ever. It
was one of the prime requests of Our
Lady at Fatima - to appease the wrath
of God for the terrible blasphemies

committed against the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. Here in South Africa, we face situations that are oﬀensive to every
true Catholic – the degradation of
customs and common decency, iniquitous laws favouring the death of
innocents and glorifying sin, the explosion in drugs and pornography,
and to crown it all, the growth of open
Satanism! That’s why it is imperative
that we continue to do the rosary rallies and expand the supernatural
power of the Holy Rosary to win the
spiritual war for the future of our nation.
Reason 2 – SA Leadership Crisis:
The leadership crisis in South Africa is
due to the supremacy of Almighty
God not being recognised. And once
He is rejected, how can our leaders
properly govern our nation? From
where will they get wisdom and
strength to solve the great and complex problems that abound? How can
we solve the crying economic needs
of so many of our fellow countrymen
when endemic corruption and multiple evils threaten our nation's existence? The answers to all these
questions can only be found when we
pray to God, and beg His mercy,
through the Holy Rosary of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
Reason 3 – Abortion and Samesex “Marriage”: We must increase
our public prayers to reverse the terrible sins of abortion and homosexual
“marriage.” With abortion legal since
February 1997 and homosexual “marriage” since 2006, we must pray that
God gives us the strength and means
to reverse these terrible stains upon

our nation. If not, our beloved country is on a collision course with God,
and will be severely punished for such
transgressions of the Divine and natural laws. Because nations will not
exist in eternity, they are punished or
rewarded for their deeds in this world.
Our Lady promised the “annihilation
of nations,” if contrition and amendment of life were not forthcoming…
Where do we as a nation stand in the
face of this apocalyptic threat?
These were some of the reasons
put forward to garner support for the
Rosary Crusade and really make a difference on 13 May 2017.
And what a response! More than
375 Captains signed up for the May
Crusade and over 750 in October –
each one making the eﬀort to organise a group to pray the Rosary in a

public place. This takes great courage
and a profound soul-disposition of
“facing the crowd” and braving public opinion.
It is with these extraordinary souls
in mind that we recognise how much
prayer and reparation has been offered at the rallies they organised.
Without their selfless dedication and
loving concern for our country, these
could not have taken place. Hopefully
the accompanying photographs
showcasing the rallies will inspire others to join our growing spiritual army
with Our Lady as the Commander-inChief!
Congratulations to all our Rally
Captains! There is so much we can do
to help bring about the Triumph of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The
fate of South Africa, in some respects,

rests with all of us. The answer to our
massive problems is grace. Grace is
obtained by the faithful oﬀering of
prayers and sacrifices, asking Our
Lord’s Divine assistance. The greater
the sacrifice oﬀered by the faithful,
the greater the graces that will eventually lead to the conversion of our
country!
It is our prayerful hope that
through continued eﬀorts, we will all
come ever closer to Our Lady, and
that it will inspire us all to fight more
valiantly for her Triumph.
Please help us to keep up the momentum and expand the Rosary
Rallies in 2018! Let us blanket our
country on 13 October 2018 with
hundreds of Rosary Rallies –
beseeching God’s Mercy on our land
and its people.

Some of the Comments from our Rally Captains:

On Saturday 14 October 2017, we gathered at our church to proceed to our prayer destination which was the public
library. We proceeded there by singing Marian songs. On arrival, we started with the angelus and proceeded with
rosary recitation until the end. What I like most: we were so focused, eager to pray, did chain praying that passersby
looked at us with respect and also read the print from the banner silently. We were all happy with one objective to
pray for our souls and for our country. We were proudly Catholic. A young girl in the middle is a non-Catholic and
she joined us in praying. Her mom said that she will also join us next time. It was a fruitful prayer group. EM
Our prayer day on the 14th October: Hexagon square, Queenstown, where we prayed for all the social ills that affect
the whole country like family disorganisation, abuse of the vulnerable children, women, youth, abuse of substances.
Brutal killing of women, rape, and corruption. NC
Despite the weather being a bit cold and very windy, there was a good response to the invitation to join in the Rosary
Crusade. A total of 33 people participated. We were a mixed crowd of young, middle aged and senior parishioners.
All those present were very enthusiastic and felt privileged to be honouring OUR LADY in this way. BP
The rally went very well in the town of Westonaria, south of Johannesburg despite some challenges that did not stop
the determined believers to complete the programme with a disciplined procession through the town to the Immaculate
Conception parish and was completed in two hours. The organizers were joined by many parishioners and nonCatholic members of goodwill - we are very thankful for the achievement. The journey met with some curious bystanders who wanted to know what the rally was all about and the banner did most of our message. GC n

Africa
Needs Our Lady

O

ur continent is embracing the “Africa Needs Our Lady”
signboard and getting on board with the promotion of
Rosary Rallies. It was with much joy and enthusiasm that
we noticed growing interest in our work, beyond South
Africa’s borders...
Uganda
To facilitate this phenomenon, we had the customary
Rosary Rally banner adapted to accommodate this need.
With great delight we witnessed the expansion of the Public
Prayer Crusade to Ghana, Uganda, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
Kenya
Botswana and Lesotho.
May Our Lady strengthen
these nations in their
resolve to fight the
international attempts
to impose on their
countries, immoral and
anti-Catholic
Botswana
lifestyles!
Tanzania

Lesotho

Memorare of St Bernard

Memorare Prayer Cards available in English,
Afrikaans, Zulu, Sotho and Xhosa. Let us pray this
powerful prayer for South Africa. Call 087 230 9884 or
email sanol@sanol.co.za to order your free copies.
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Assumption
House

AFTER

BEFORE

A

ugust 15, 2016 was a beautiful sunny day as is the norm in our part
of the world. Taking advantage of the lovely weather to fulfil a
long-standing dream, we set oﬀ up the hill with a single intention
in mind - to erect a statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to watch over the
property and by extension, the entire Valley! The metre high concrete statue
weighed a ton and was lovingly hauled up the steep hill literally step-by-step!
It was a veritable labour of love… In the presence of a dear priest friend, Our
Lord was ceremoniously cemented onto a huge flat rock in a very visible spot. Thus did “die Jesus
Beeld,” soos ons Protestante bure dit beskryf, become a reality!
The ceremony was beautiful, serious and sublime. The property and surrounds were blessed and
dedicated to the service of Our Lord, Our Lady and the Holy Catholic Church. Knowing the seriousness of the days through which we are passing, we prayed a solemn Exorcism making sure that any
devils which might be lurking around were expelled! The ceremony ended with a joyful praying of
the Holy Rosary. The statue is situated on the hill directly above the house which had been designated for the oﬀices of South Africa Needs Our Lady. The house was always aﬀectionately known as
the “Headmaster’s House,” and had been the original school of the Valley at the turn of the 20thcentury, but was in a sad state of dereliction.
Our Lord very quickly blessed us with the means to restore the building. We are indebted to our
Blessed Mother for helping us pursue the work of promoting devotion to her, and spreading her
prophetic Message of “prayer, penance and conversion” given to us at Fatima in 1917.
A year later to the day, August 15th, 2017, the patronal Feast of the Patroness of South Africa,
“Assumption House” was inaugurated as the daily working headquarters for South Africa Needs Our
Lady! Our Lady Assumed into Heaven, Pray for us! n
8
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To get or not to get?

t a casual family gathering,
my 16-year-old nephew,
Michael, sat next to me and
said: “Uncle, I want to get a tattoo.
What do you think about it?” I raised
my gaze and fixing it on his asked, “Do
you want to get a tattoo or are your
friends pressuring you to get one?”
Squirming a bit in his seat, he conceded, “Well… I mean… It’s both.”
I did not press the point and asked,
“But, what do you think, Michael? Do
you think it is a good thing? Because
if you are asking me about it, it seems
to me that you consider this a moral
issue. And you would be right there.”
“What do you mean by ‘moral’”? he
asked. “‘Moral’ determines if the action you are proposing is good or bad.
Morality is the rule or principle that
distinguishes good from bad or right
from wrong.”
At this point, expressing a little frustration, Michael said, “I just want to
know if I should get one - yes or no?”
The time had arrived for me to dig
in a bit deeper. “O.K., Michael. Unless
you are in a rush, give me five minutes
and I will tell you what I think.”
Michael moved to the edge of his seat
and gave me a nod. I had his full attention; at least for the next five minutes.
I began, “First of all, you are asking
me to tell you what to do and in a way
to make a decision for you. But since
you are not six years old anymore, you
are now 16, I am going to tell you what
I think about it, and I am going to ask
you to make your own decision.”
Michael acquiesced, proud that I was
treating him with adult respect.
I went on, “Tell me something, suppose you and I decided to put our fortunes together and buy a magnificent
car. And we don’t go half way with
this; we use every penny we have to
get our dream car. We both go to the
dealer, spend many hours shopping
around and finally, after a diﬀicult
9

Tattoos:

BY THOMAS RYDER
Courtesy Crusade Magazine

process of decision-making, come
back home with a car.
“Then, for a few weeks, we enjoy
our new car and all its perfections…
until, one day, you wake up to find
that I had painted the image of a
beaver on the hood of the car.”
Michael’s expression left it clear he
would not have liked the idea in the
least.
I continued, “You would have probably come up to my room, banged on
my door and then punched me. And I,
quite honestly, would have done the
same if the roles were reversed.
In deciding if something is good or

not, ask if it would benefit society
or the individual in this life or,
more importantly, in the next.

“Now, imagine what God thinks of
the fact that after He gave us this wonderful body that He made—and
‘bought’ at the price of His death and
resurrection—we go and tattoo all
over it?”
“But is it a sin?” Michael asked with
insistence. I held up my hands, saying, “Now hold on a bit. Keep in mind
that God wants us not only to avoid
sin, but to actually live in a way that
pleases Him. We must live lives as He
wishes. Just staying away from breaking rules is not good enough.”
I continued, “Everything God makes
is perfect, including our bodies. And
let me tell you that He did not plan on
us using our bodies as some sort of
billboard. Our bodies are, just as the
Church teaches us, temples of the

Holy Spirit, when we are in the state
of grace.
“Now I have a question for you: why
do you want a tattoo? What is the reason?”
Michael started to open his mouth,
but I kept on going. My five minutes
were almost up. “Again, our Eternally
Good God gave us reason so we can
decide what is right and what is
wrong. So what could be the reason
for us to tattoo our bodies other than
pressure from others or pressure to
conform to the culture?”
“Is pressure alone a good reason for
us to do things?”
Michael responded promptly, “Of
course not!”
“When God made us, He did it based
on His Infinite Wisdom. His Wisdom
and reasons for doing things go way
beyond our little puny understanding.
“Our bodies should be mirrors of what
we have inside. Thus, a good and virtuous person has a certain shine
about him and will carry himself and
dress in a way that will display to the
world what he is inside.”
“The same thing happens the other
way around. Evil and malicious people eventually look like it. Look, for example, at a bad woman who spends
her life as a prostitute selling her body
in comparison with a woman of virtue
who protects her virginity with daring
and courage. Their faces will be like
night and day.”
Michael interrupted and said,
“Uncle, one of the things my friends at
school tell me is that there is nothing
in Scriptures against it.”
I smiled. “Is there anything in Scriptures against taking drugs? Does this
mean it is okay? Along with the Scriptures, God gave us a sense of right and
wrong; moral law called natural law is
written in our hearts. People without
access to the Scriptures are still responsible for doing what is right. God
did not mean for the Scriptures to be

the sole manual for our behaviour.
But incidentally you may direct your
friends to Leviticus 19:28, where God
says…”
I could see from Michael’s glance at
his cell phone that I had gone over my
allotted time. Not wanting to be a
breaker of bargains, I ended my advice there.
Standing up, I placed my hand over
Michael’s shoulder and said to him,
“But Michael, you are practically an
adult. You have a job, are preparing
for college and, if I am not mistaken,
you are saving up for your first car.
Just think about what we have talked
about here today and then I encourage you to make y our own decision.”
Looking straight into his eyes I
asked, “Will you go along with everyone else or will you do what you believe to be right? And that, my dear
boy, is the real question. Archbishop
Fulton Sheen once said: ‘Dead bodies
float downstream, live ones swim
against the current.’”
Michael gave me a huge hug and by
the unusual tightness with which he
held me I left with the impression he
had liked our little chat.
That evening I silently prayed to
our Good Lord for Michael. “Give him
strength, for You alone know what
sort of crazy opinions and peer pressure these young people have to
fight against these days.” n
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The Fatima Home Visit Programme

ne of the most
edifying actions
of South Africa
Needs Our Lady is the
campaign of “home
visits” with a beautiful
replica of the International Statue of Our
Lady of Fatima. The
visits involve a short
presentation followed
by a DVD on the Fatima
Message and conclude with a
Rosary. A wide variety of books,
rosaries and statues are also
available at these presentations. Fatima Home Visits have
taken place across the length
and breadth of our country,
many times providing comfort
and confidence to the attendees, and opportunities for
lively conversation and interaction. In 2017, Our Lady visited
homes in Kwa-Zulu Natal, Johannesburg, Northern Cape
and the Western Cape. We are
living through a crisis in the
world which is perhaps unprecedented in human history,
and has ramifications both in
the Church and society. Much of
this crisis originates in the
destruction of the family, principally through an all-encompassing “cultural Revolution.”
Our Lady of Fatima’s Message,
reiterates the basic truths of
our Holy Faith and points us to
the way out of this crisis. It is a
fundamental Message, now
more important than ever. The
very future of our world depends on our adhering to her
admonitions and requests.

ere
follow
selected comments of some
of the hosts:
Thank you. A grace, a
joy, a blessing and privilege it was for me to
host the gathering.
Thanks for turning the
evening into a memorable celebration. PW
I want to thank you again for
your lovely visit which was very
appreciated. People came back
to me to say how impressed they
were. MCL
Thank you very much for bringing Our Lady to our home. We
were really blessed to have Her.
All had a beautiful & prayerful
evening & were really impressed. Some people who attended still talk about it. RN
It was an absolute pleasure to
have you and Thomas stay and I
was honoured by the beautiful
statue of Our Blessed Mother
gracing my little flat. Praying for
you all and the wonderful work
you are doing. My prayer is that
you will be greatly blessed by
our Holy Mother and her Glorious Son. MA n

If you would like Our Lady of Fatima’s statue to
visit your home call 087 230 9884
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Voice of the Family - Rome Life Forum - March for Life

T

he fourth annual Rome Life Forum was held from 18-19 May 2017 to
discuss the theme "The Family Under Attack: Protecting Parents as Primary Educators." It was hosted by the “Voice of the Family” in the Eternal City. The Forum was addressed by a wide range of prestigious speakers
who approached the subject from diﬀerent backgrounds and areas of expertise. Mr Bernard Tuﬀin, representing Family Action SA at
the Conference, made acquaintance with many diﬀerent
leaders, priests, and organisations that are at the forefront of the struggle for Life and Family – all united in a
common love of the Holy Catholic Church and disposed
to defend her doctrinal integrity in these days of chaos
and confusion that we are traversing.
A number of cardinals, bishops and priests were in attendance amongst whom Raymond Cardinal Burke, as well as the indefatigable Bishop Athanasius
Schneider, Auxiliary of Astana, Kazakhstan, bear mentioning. Internationally renowned Fr Shenan
Bouquet of Human Life International and Duke Paul von Oldenburg were some of many who enriched this Conference with riveting presentations!
Conference participants later joined in the “Marcia per la Vita” – the annual Roman “March for
Life”. It was an invigorating and marvellous experience to be “out there” defending the Right to
Life of God’s most innocent and vulnerable!

STATUES FROM BRAZIL
Crown R135
(for 25cm
statue)

ORDER ONLINE

Crown R670
(for 55cm
statue)

WWW.SANOL.CO.ZA
Crown R295
(for 43cm
statue)
Infant Jesus Large
55cm in Manger
R3950

Seat of Wisdom
44cm R1650

Our Lady of Graces
32cm R725

Our Lady of Paris
29cm R670
Ornate Crucifix 49cm R820

Our Lady of Graces
15cm R295

Our Lady of Fatima
28cm R565
(includes
43cm R1650
crown)
75cm R7250

IMPORTED FROM BRAZIL

Crucifix 36cm
R525
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Beautiful quality, resin statues, hand painted,
available from SA Needs Our Lady.

Call 087 230 9884 / 087 151 4833
Fax: 086 535 0953

Sacred Heart
31cm R985

Prices exclude postage and insurance.
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Gender Ideology - What is it really?

n his celebrated work “Revolution and Counter-Revolution,”
Catholic Thinker and man of action, Prof Plinio Correa de Oliveira,
dedicates part of the book to the vitally important action in our days of
reviving the notions of right and
wrong, good and evil, beauty and ugliness, etc. All these as an antidote to
combat the modern crisis which is
more and more evident in the moral
“dumbing down” of mankind and the
near extinction of the very “light of
reason!” The notion of man having
lost his “moral compass” becomes
quite evident the more one digs into
the so called “Gender Ideology.” Of
all the modern “insanities” to thrust
themselves upon our society, this Ideology must take centre stage...
Embracing a vocabulary and terminology peculiar to itself and which,
until barely a few years ago, would
have been considered inconceivable,
the ideology is at once absurd, irrational, at variance with reality, and
against civilization.
Gender ideology finds its philosophical origin in Marxism which
holds “class struggle” to be the driving force of history. For Marxists, the
first struggle takes place within the
family where “patriarchal class oppression” finds expression in monogamous marriage…
Gender as “social construct,” “gender assigned at birth,” “genderqueer,”
“genderbread person”, “pubertyblocking hormones,” etc., are some of
the extraordinary terms and concepts
bandied about in the discussion
around the now-subjective notion of
“gender”. Previously, where only two
genders objectively existed in the lexicon of any ordinary person, now
there is a whole alphabet, seemingly
without limit…
Matthias von Gersdorﬀ, Director of
the German Aktion Kinder In Gefahr
(Action for Children in Danger) explains: “Gender ideology is the latest
product of the 1968 Revolution. This
Revolution has been determining the
ideological, social and political big
picture for almost 50 years.” In this
movement, “gender basically means
that the male and female sexes are

merely cultural and arbitrary constructions. The most extreme gender
ideologies postulate that there are
actually neither men nor women, but
a variation of sexual identities, or
rather a gender ‘fluid’ and that each
person hovers between several of
these identities.” It is an egalitarian
ideology “which seeks to eﬀace the
very concept of man and woman!”
Sharon Slater, of Family Watch International, describes the problem
succinctly: “A dangerous and radical

oped countries, activists have been
successful in accomplishing much of
their agenda, ranging from legalizing
“same-sex marriage” to perpetrating
the myth that people are “born gay,”
and even banning access to proven
psychotherapy that could help individuals struggling with unwanted
same-sex attraction.”
“With those “LGB” successes under
their belt, sexual rights activists have
now been focusing on the “T” element of the LGBT agenda—the pro-

philosophy is raging across the globe.
‘Gender ideology’ is a toxic blend of
misinformation, political correctness,
deception, irrational reasoning and
unscientific claims, that has emerged
in recent years as a major and growing threat to the family.”
“Radical gender ideology challenges the scientific basis of being either male or female, and in the
process, undermines the socially important biological realities associated
with the two sexes. It promotes the
fantasy that a person can be born
into the wrong body and that people
can change their sex with hormones
and mutilating surgeries that amputate or otherwise alter healthy organs. It creates confusion about the
essential uniqueness of men and
women and the relationships that define the family, which in turn pose a
serious threat to the health of societies.”
“You are likely familiar with the
term, “LGBT,” which stands for “lesbian,” “gay,” “bisexual” and “transgender.” Much of the focus of the
LGBT rights activists over the past few
decades, has been on advancing the
“L,” the “G” and the “B” component
of the LGBT agenda. In many devel-

motion of gender ideology and
transgender-aﬀirming laws and policies.”
“Those defending the family
learned some hard lessons from the
losses in the battles over various elements of the homosexual agenda
that must be applied if we are to be
successful in protecting individuals
and society from radical gender ideology. One of the lessons learned is
that we need to get the medical and
scientific facts out to the public as
quickly and widely as possible to
counter the propaganda coming from
these activists.”
Slater mentions a newly released
book by Ryan T. Anderson, Ph.D. entitled “When Harry Became Sally: Responding to the Transgender
Moment.”
She adds, “Ryan’s new book
is by far the most definitive examination to date of the origins,
false claims, inconsistencies, dangers and future implications of
gender ideology. It is
very readable, well organized, and exhaustively sourced, with
almost 700 foot-

notes.”
“Ryan stresses the need to treat
those who experience extreme gender dysphoria, a recognized mental
disorder, with respect, compassion
and concern… And he makes it clear
that these are the very individuals
who are in fact suﬀering the greatest
harm from the growing public acceptance of gender ideology.”
“This is a fascinating but profoundly disturbing book that focuses
on the social and policy environment
that allowed something as illogical
and unscientific as gender ideology
to emerge as the increasingly influential social and medical fad it has become.”
“Of particular interest and concern
is how a growing number of recognized experts in the medical and
mental health fields are allowing political correctness to taint their professional and policy positions. Ryan
identifies and analyses some of these
positions and exposes their illogical
and ludicrous nature. He identifies
the insidious way these tactics are infecting virtually all aspects of society
and shows how these eﬀorts can be
challenged and exposed.”
“Some of the most disturbing parts
of this book are the sections that put
a human face on the harm that gender ideology is causing. One chapter
profiles the stories and experiences
of individuals who attempted to
“transition” to the opposite sex then
determined that they had made a
mistake and “transitioned” back to
their biological sex. Sadly, as gender
ideology has increasingly pushed
people who experience gender dysphoria into cross-gender hormone
treatments and other interventions,
there are more and more of these “regretters” every year. Theirs is an essential but largely untold story of the
dark side of the transgender move-
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ment but one which demands more
public attention.”
“Perhaps even more troubling are
the tragic and harmful things being
done to children by medical and
mental health professionals, educators, and even parents who have
bought into the gender ideology
agenda. Ryan discusses the dangers
of puberty blockers, cross-hormone
drugs, and the tragic implications of
ignoring well-documented scientific
evidence that the vast majority of
gender-confused children will simply
outgrow their confusion if they are allowed to develop naturally and are
not arrested in their development by
the insidious interventions called for
by transgender activists.”
Meanwhile LifeSiteNews reports
that a group from the British Confraternity of Catholic Clergy, comprising
over 500 Catholic priests and deacons in Great Britain are saying the
advance of “gender ideology” has become “impossible to ignore,” and
they wish to give guidance to clergy
and laity on how to respond to it. In
the statement, the clergy underlined
that every human being is “a unity of
body and soul, constituting a single
identity that encompasses every aspect of our being.”
By contrast, they point out, the
essence of gender ideology is the
claim that “our souls, or our psychological and spiritual faculties can be
at variance in their sex, or gender to
that of our healthily functioning bodies.” Turning to Sacred Scripture, the
priests and deacons explained that
Christians believe the body is “fundamentally good” and is never “a mere
shell for an identity.” The Scriptures
(cf. Gen. 1:27) “make clear” that sexual diﬀerence is “not an accident”
but “an integral part” of God’s plan
for humanity. “True and lasting happiness lies in accepting who it is that
God has made us, for His plans for us
are always plans of infinite love,” they
said.
The clergy said they “deplore” how
proponents of gender ideology “often
seek to advance their cause through
polemic and propaganda” which “do
nothing” to truly help people who are
“deeply troubled” and whose situation calls for “patience and kindness.”
They pointed out that those who
have gender reassignment usually

live to “regret it,” adding that it can
have a “significant impact on their
mental health.”
“Children especially are harmed
when they are told that they can
‘change’ their sex or, further, given
hormones that will aﬀect their development and possibly render them infertile as adults.” So says a letter
released in December and initiated

by the US Conference of Catholic
Bishops.”
“Gender ideology harms individuals and societies by sowing confusion
and self-doubt,” the statement says.
The bishops denounce transgender
ideology, calling it a “false idea” that
a man could become a woman or a
woman a man. The religious leaders
chastise medical doctors for giving
harmful advice to parents. They call
on the government to support the biological reality of a male/female duality.”
“We also believe that God created
each person male or female; therefore, sexual diﬀerence is not an accident or a flaw—it is a gift from God
that helps draw us closer to each
other and to God. What God has created is good. "God created mankind
in His image; in the image of God He
created them; male and female He
created them (Gen 1:27),” they state.
The American College of Paediatricians holds that the "treatment of GD
[Gender Dysphoria] in childhood with
hormones eﬀectively amounts to
mass experimentation on, and sterilization of, youth who are cognitively
incapable of providing informed consent.” Dr. Michelle Cretella, founder

and president of the American College of Paediatricians (ACPeds),
spoke in July 2017, as reported by
LifeSiteNews, about the risk of sterilisation for such children.
“Transgender ideology is not just
infecting our laws. It is intruding into
the lives of the most innocent among
us — children — and with the apparent growing support of the professional medical community.”
Dr. Cretella states she has witnessed an up-ending of the medical
consensus on the nature of gender
identity. What doctors once treated as
a mental illness, the medical community now largely aﬀirms and even promotes as normal.
The transition-aﬀirming protocol
tells parents to treat their children as
the gender they desire, and to place
them on puberty blockers around age
11 or 12 if they are gender dysphoric.
This approach has been embraced by
public institutions in media, education, and our legal system, and is now
recommended by most national
medical organisations…
The transgender movement has
gained legs in the medical commu-

nity and in our culture by oﬀering a
deeply flawed narrative. The scientific research and facts tell a diﬀerent
story.
Here are some of those basic facts.
1. “Twin” studies prove no one is
born “trapped in the body of the
wrong sex.”
2. Gender identity is malleable, especially in young children.
3. Puberty blockers for gender dysphoria have not been proven safe.
4. There are no cases in the scientific literature of gender-dysphoric
children discontinuing blockers.
5. Cross-sex hormones are associated with dangerous health risks.
6. Neuroscience shows that adolescents lack the adult capacity needed
for risk assessment.
7. There is no proof that “aﬀirmation” prevents suicide in children.
8. Transition-aﬀirming protocol has
not solved the problem of transgender suicide.
Today’s institutions that promote
“transition aﬀirmation” are pushing
children to impersonate the opposite
sex, sending many of them down the
path of puberty blockers, steriliza-

tion, the removal of healthy body
parts, and untold psychological
damage.
Dr Cretella states that these harms
constitute nothing less than institutionalized child abuse. Sound ethics
demand an immediate end to the use
of pubertal suppression, cross-sex
hormones, and sex reassignment surgeries in children and adolescents, as
well as an end to promoting gender
ideology via school curricula and legislative policies.
We call upon our leaders and the
silent majority of health professionals
to learn exactly what is happening to
our children, and unite to take action. n

Recite your Rosary
with Faith
with Humility
with Confidence
and with
PERSEVERANCE.
Saint Louis de Montfort

Compassion Must be Guided by Reason, Not Sentiment

S

T A K E N F R O M “D E F E N D I N G A H I G H E R L A W”

aint Thomas Aquinas teaches that the sentiment of compassion
only becomes a virtue when it is guided by reason, since “it is
essential to human virtue that the movements of the soul
should be regulated by reason.”1 Without this regulation, compassion
is only a passion. Like all passions, compassion in this case is a powerful but irrational inclination, and therefore a potentially dangerous
one since it can favour not only good, but also evil.2 To feel pity at
the sight of someone’s sufferings is normal. However, to act without
prudent analysis may lead to unintended harm. Consider, for example, the case of a man who buys whiskey for his friend - an alcoholic
- because he cannot bear to see him suffer when going without a
drink. Likewise, consider a father who gives his gambling-addicted
son cash because he is distressed at the thought that the son suffers
at not being able to gamble. His action does not show true love for
his son. Instead of helping his son free himself from gambling’s stranglehold, he supports the vice with easy access to money. When a
misguided pity leads to supplying the sinner with the means to remain
attached to his vice, this assistance, be it material or moral, actually
helps keep the sinner chained to his evil ways. Such action helps the
vice, not the person. Despite good intentions, the action is harmful.
True compassion leads a sinner away from vice and back to virtue.
Notes:
1. Saint Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, II-II, q. 30, c. 3.
2. Ibid., II-II, q. 30, a. 1, ad 3.
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Dress According to Your
God-Given Dignity
We can restore Christian culture by dressing with
dignity on a daily basis

By Luiz Sergio Solimeo
“I love vulgarity. Good taste is
death, vulgarity is life.” These words
by English fashion designer Mary
Quant, who took credit for inventing
the miniskirt and hot pants, reveal
one of the most important, though
rarely pointed out, aspects of the
“fashion revolution” that started in
the sixties: vulgarity. Indeed, fashions
have increasingly tended toward vulgarity. Vulgarity not only tramples
upon good taste and decorum but reflects a mentality opposed to all order
and discipline and to every kind of restraint, be it aesthetic, moral or social,
and which ultimately suggests a completely “liberated” standard of behaviour.
Must Comfort Be the Only Rule of
Dress? The rationale for introducing
ever shorter skirts was to be practical
and liberating, allowing women the
ability to “run for a bus.” The notion
that comfort, practicality and freedom of movement must be the only
criteria for dress has led to a breakdown in the general standard of sobriety and elegance, not to mention the
basic norms of modesty. Thus, casual
dress, being more comfortable and
practical, increasingly becomes the
norm regardless of people’s sex, age
and circumstances. Clothes worn at
times of leisure should not convey the
impression that one is abandoning
one’s dignity and self-respect. They
should not give the idea that one is
actually “on vacation” from one’s
principles. In the past, even leisure
dress, though more comfortable,
maintained the dignity that one
should possess as a child of God.
It is curious to note that many companies require employees to wear
business suits to convey an image of
experience and responsibility. This is
proof that clothes do transmit a message. They can express either experience and responsibility or, on the
other hand, immaturity and carelessness.
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Unisex Garb
The premise that comfort and
practicality must dictate the choice of
clothes has yet another consequence:
clothes no longer reflect one’s identity. In other words, they no longer indicate a person’s social position,
profession, or even more fundamental characteristics such as sex and
age. Thus, unisex garb has become
widespread: jeans and shorts have
come to be worn by people of both
sexes and all generations. Young men
and women, the youth and the aged,
single and married, teachers and students, children and adults, all mix together and wear one and the same
clothing which no longer expresses
that which they are, think or desire.
The Habit Does Not Make the
Monk, But It Does Identify Him
One could object that “the habit
does not make the monk.” The fact
that a person dresses with distinction
and elegance does not mean, of itself,
that he has good principles and is a
model of good behaviour. Likewise,
the fact that a person always wears
casual dress does not necessarily indicate that he has bad principles or a
reprehensible conduct. At first
sight, the argument appears logical and even obvious. However,
analysed in depth, it does not
stand. True, the habit does not
make the monk. Nevertheless, it is
a strong element that identifies
him. Furthermore, it influences
not only the way people look at
the monk, but the way he looks at
himself. No one will deny that the
loss of identity by many nuns and
priests which took place over the
last fifty years was largely due to their
shedding of traditional habits, which
adequately expressed the spirit of
poverty, chastity and obedience, as
well as an ascetic lifestyle proper to
consecrated persons.
“One Must Live as One Thinks”
Given the unity that exists in our ten-

dencies, principles, convictions and
behaviour, the way we dress cannot
fail to influence our mentality. Wearing a certain type of clothing constitutes a form of behaviour; and when
clothing no longer adequately reflects
our tendencies, principles and convictions, one’s mentality begins to undergo an imperceptible change to
remain “in sync” with the way one
presents oneself. This is because
human reason, by the force of logic inherent in it, naturally seeks to establish consistency between thought and
behaviour. This rule is magnificently
summed up in the famous phrase of
French writer Paul Bourget: “One
must live as one thinks, under pain of
sooner or later ending up thinking as
one has lived.” The process of transformation or erosion of principles can
be slowed down or impeded by a person’s religious fervour, deeply rooted
tendencies or ideas, and other factors. However, if inconsistency between behaviour—reflected in the
way one dresses—and one’s principles and convictions is not eliminated, the process of erosion, no
matter how slow, becomes inevitable.
Erosion of Respect for the Sacred
This subtle erosion is often manifested by a loss of sensitivity regarding the fundamental points of one’s
mentality. One example would be the
respect one must have for the sacred.
In some way, concessions to the principle that comfort must be the only
rule of dress have ended up by giving

The dictionary definition of the
word dignity is “the state or quality
of being worthy of honour or respect.” Dignity is shown by our demeanour, attitude and dress. How
many modern social problems
could be avoided if people simply
dressed with a greater attention to
their own God-given dignity?

a casual note to more serious and
holy activities. How can one explain,
for example, that persons who have
true faith in the Real Presence of Our
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and
who make admirable sacrifices to frequent perpetual adoration, nevertheless see no contradiction in
presenting themselves before the
Blessed Sacrament wearing shorts as
if they were on a picnic? The same
person who shows up thus dressed
for perpetual adoration would never
don those clothes for an audience,
say, with Queen Elizabeth II. This contradiction shows how, though the person has maintained his faith, to a
certain degree the notion of the
majesty of the Sacrament of the
Altar—the Real Presence—has vanished from his soul.
A Bland “Equality”
There is a general tendency in our
times to establish a most radical impartiality at all levels of culture and
social relations between the sexes,
and even in the tendency to treat men
and animals equally.
In dress, this “equality” is manifested by the growing establishment
of unisex fashions and the abolition of
diﬀerences between generations. The
same attire can be worn by anybody
no matter his position, age or circumstance (e.g. on a trip, participating in
a religious or civil ceremony).
Chaos reigns in the domain of fashions today. It is often diﬀicult to distinguish, by their clothes, men from
women, parents from children, a religious ceremony from a picnic. Haircuts and hairstyles follow the same
tendency to confound age and sex
and to break down standards of selfrespect and good taste.
Illusion of Eternal Youth
One of the aspects that stands out
the most in the modern dictates of
fashion is the desire to create an
illusion of eternal youth, even
perpetual adolescence with
no responsibility, a phenomenon that has been called the
“Peter Pan Syndrome.”
Modern fashion shows a
tendency to treat grown
adults like children. A Brazilian fashion critic thus
expressed herself: “For a long
time now, we have seen on
catwalks, both international

and domestic, fashions that should be
displayed at the Children’s Expo, such
is the level of infantilism they suggest.
Stylists over 25 years old were designing (and wearing) clothes that could
be worn by children in a day care centre.”
Modesty is Essential to Chastity
In addition to the extravagant, egalitarian and infantilizing tendency of
modern fashion, one needs to consider the attack on virtue and the
complete lack of modesty.
The human body has its beauty,
and this beauty attracts us. Due to the
disorder which Original Sin left in
man, the disorder of concupiscence,
the delight in contemplating bodily
beauty, and particularly of the feminine body can lead to temptation and
sin.
That is not to say that some parts
of the body are good and can be
shown and others are bad and must
be covered. Such a statement is absurd and was never part of Church
doctrine. All parts of the body are
good, for the body is good as a whole,
having been created by God. However, not all body parts are equal, and
some excite the sexual appetite more
than others. Thus, exposing those
parts through semi-nudity or risqué
low-cut dresses or wearing clothes so
tight as to accentuate one’s anatomy
poses a grave risk of causing excitation, particularly for men in relation to
women.
Therefore, clothes must cover that
which must be covered and make
prominent that which can be emphasized. To cover a woman’s face, like
Muslims do, shows well the lack of
equilibrium of a religion that does not
understand true human dignity. The
face, the noblest part of the body because it more perfectly reflects the
spiritual soul, is precisely the part that

stands out most in the traditional
habits of nuns. Just as masculine
clothes should emphasize the manly
aspect proper to man, feminine fashion should manifest grace and delicacy.
Immorality in Fashions and Destruction of the Family
Clothing that does not show a person’s self-respect as an intelligent and
free being (and, through baptism, as
a son or daughter of God and a temple of the Holy Ghost), contributes to
a large extent to the present destruction of the family. It does this by
favouring temptations against purity.
It also does this by its vulgarity and
childishness that corrodes the notion
of the reason for life and the need for
self-discipline, all of which are fundamental elements that maintain family
cohesion and stability.
The struggle for the restoration of
the family by opposing abortion, contraception, and homosexuality will be
much more eﬀective if done together
with eﬀorts to restore modesty and
self-respect in dress.
Dress and the Love of God
The role of clothing is not only to
protect the body from the elements,
but also to serve as adornment and to
symbolize someone’s functions, characteristics and mentality. Clothing
must be dignified and decent, but
also beautiful and elegant. To do this
requires good taste rather than
money.
One characteristic of God is beauty.
If the “way of beauty” leads us to God
by seeing Him as the exemplary cause
of creation, the “way of ugliness”
turns us away from the Creator and
places us on the slippery slope of sin
(separation from God and His grace).
That is why ugliness is the very symbol of sin and is so well expressed by
the phrase “ugly as sin.” n
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African Cardinal: Empty Churches,
Not ‘Remarried’ Divorcees
is Western Church’s Main Problem
March 7, 2018 (LifeSiteNews) – An
African cardinal said he is “astonished” to see the church in the west
fixated on “remarried” divorcees and
on welcoming homosexuals and not
on the bigger problem of empty
churches.
In a March 2 interview with the Austrian public service broadcaster ORF
(Österreichischer Rundfunk), the
Nigerian Cardinal John Onaiyekan,
who is archbishop of Abuja, Nigeria said he was “astonished that these
are the themes that people [in Europe] are concerned about,” referring
to the topics of “remarried” divorcees
having access to the sacraments as
well as homosexuality.
Europe should be more concerned
about the sad fact that “the churches
are getting more and more empty
and that many people are not any
more coming at all.”
The Church should not “demonize”
homosexual people, he adds, but the
Church's doctrine is, for him, very
clear in this matter, “and to deviate
from it is not an option,” in the words
of the ORF report. The cardinal also
insisted that it is not a sign of backwardness when the Catholic Church
in Africa refuses to “approve” of homosexuality.
The acceptance of same-sex relationships in Europe and North America is
“not progress,” he said.

In his March 2 interview, the African
cardinal also touched upon the problem of priestly vocations in the West.
“One should talk about the question
as to why there so few men who wish
to become priests,” Cardinal Onaiyekan said. “The fact should also
worry us that it is not any longer clear
what it means to be a Christian,” he
added.
(Editor’s note). It is interesting to note
that there is no lack of vocations in
Africa – many readers will perceive this
as they have Nigerian, Ugandan, Congolese, Malawian etc., parish priests.
This begs the question: Why a crisis in
Europe and not in Africa? Quite simply,
the Faith is largely intact in Africa,
while in Europe armies of dissidents,
Modernists and “reformers” of every
stripe and hue have for long been
chopping away at the foundations of
the Faith, spreading hetrodox theories
and philosophies under a thin veneer
of Catholicism to such a degree that
chaos and confusion are the order of
the day – all culminating in a fundamental loss of certainties, confidence
and ultimately abandonment of the
Holy Faith! It is no wonder that literally
hundreds of Churches have closed and
are closing across the formerly
Catholic Continent amidst a crisis of
Faith practically unprecedented… n

Our Readers Write...

G Please know that we very much
appreciate every email and correspondence that we receive. MdS

G I cannot but admire you for all the
eﬀort you put into “South Africa
Needs Our Lady”. What you produce
says a lot about your love for Our
Lady and the lengths you are prepared to go in promoting devotion to
her. Well done!! I wish you every success and blessing in your future efforts. Fr WB
G Thank you for the last letter containing the excellent book “The Way
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of the Cross.” I have found it perfect
for the Stations and am grateful to
receive it. Thank you for what you are
doing to wake up our country and are
we not blessed to have God, Jesus
and Mary to help us. We can’t lose..
Sr GB
GJust to let you know that I got my
“Way of the Cross” in the post.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH  it is
beautiful. MR
GThanks so much for the poster of
our Lady of Fatima and the cutest
lapel pin. I am most grateful to our

FORGOTTEN
TRUTHS

Be Ye Therefore
Wise as Serpents
and Simple as
Doves*
The following is an excerpt of a Pastoral Letter written by Saint Pius X on
5 September 1894:
Let priests take care not to accept
from the Liberal any ideas which,
under the mask of good, pretend to
reconcile Justice and Iniquity.
Liberal Catholics are wolves in
sheep’s clothing. The priest must unveil to the people their perfidious
plot, their iniquitous design. You will
be called Papist, clerical, retrograde,
intolerant, but pay
no heed to the derision and mockery of the wicked.
Have courage; you
must never yield,
nor is there any
need to yield. You
must go into the
attack
wholeheartedly, not in
secret but in public, not behind barred doors but in
open, in the view of all.
* Matt. 10:16. Father Hieronymo
Dal-Gal, Pius X (Wesminster, Md.,
The Newman Press, 1954), 74.

Lady of Fatima for all the graces bestowed upon me and my family . I
will frame that beautiful poster and
put it up in my house. MBCK
GThanks for these amazing updates/
stories. Yes, I am so very thrilled and
excited at the very thought of being
part at this amazing time in Our
Lady’s life. And honoured to be a part
of it. God love and bless you and your
team. Much love and keep going I
need people like you in my life. MW
GCongratulations on producing once
again an amazing calendar. AdSS

T

The First Rally Captain
WANTS
YOU
to Join Him

here once lived the D’Orvilles
family from Rennes, France,
who presented a problem to
Saint Louis deMontfort. Mr. D’Orvilles
complained to Saint Louis de Montfort that his house adjoined the city
square where much sin and immorality took place. He said young people
would come there at odd hours to sin
and make so much noise that they
would distract those in his household
during the Rosary.
He asked the saint,“What could be
done about this?”
“Make a niche in the façade overlooking the square,” replied Saint
Louis de Montfort. “Put a statue of
Our Lady there, and say the Rosary
there.”
“In the public square?” replied Mr.
D’Orvilles.
“In the public square. Below the
Lady’s image,” instructed the saint.
The next day, Mr.D’Orvilles, his
family and all the servants said the
Rosary in the public square. Mrs.
D’Orvilles lead the mysteries while he
stood guard with a whip to keep the
young hoodlums at bay.
While standing guard, a long string
of carriages went through the public
square, and many friends called out
to him, inviting him and his wife to
party. At first he was tempted to hide
his Rosary beads in his hand, but he
conquered himself and held the
Rosary high so that all could see that
he was at prayer.
A strange thing happened. Within a
week of saying the Rosary daily, the
public square Rosary became an attraction for all.

By Bernard Tuffin

“People came in crowds to pray, as
if coming to some great church ceremony, and all the disorders in the
square ceased.”*
Dear readers, the same thing that
happened in Rennes, France, is happening in South Africa today.
The response to the Public Square
Rosary Rally has been overwhelming.
On October 13, many thousands of
Rosaries will be said because every
city in the South Africa and in the
world needs conversion.
Our Lady promised at Fatima that
God’s wish is to establish devotion to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary as the
solution for this world’s sins and impurity.
I’m inviting you to answer God’s
call and be a Rally Captain. Our Lady
is also inviting you and asking you to
pledge yourself to her and the “divine
solution.”
This story of the D’Orvilles family is
one of many examples where the
power of the Rosary transformed a
city. You can do the same. It’s so easy
to do. Just take your Rosary, the banner we will send you, and then stand
in a public spot on October 13 with
family and friends and pray. That’s it!
When you decide to become a Rally
Captain, and I pray you do, simply go
to www.sanol.co.za and sign up on
our Rosary Rally page devoted solely
to receiving your acceptance or by
calling 087 151 4833 / 087 230 9884.
On the Website, you’ll find more
details on how we’ll help you have a
successful, easy, and fulfilling Public
Square Rosary Rally on October 13,
2018, and remember, we’ll send a

bouquet of roses to Fatima on behalf
of all the Rosary Rally Captains this
October. Our Lady asked for prayer,
penance and sacrifice for the conversion of sinners. The Rosary is the
prayer. Standing in a public place is
the penance. She’s waiting for your
pledge to be a Rally Captain.
Together you and I can repeat history, for South Africa this time, and
help accelerate “The Triumph of My
Immaculate Heart!”
Thank you and may God bless you!
n

Become a Rosary Rally
Captain

Call
087 151 4833
or

087 230 9884
or sign up on

www.sanol.co.za
TODAY!!
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AS HUMAN EFFORTS
FAIL

to solve our growing economic, social, moral and
spiritual troubles, more people are turning to the
supernatural for solutions.

That’s why the idea of praying the Rosary in a public
place is becoming increasingly popular.
We are following the Fatima message of prayer,
penance, and saying the Holy Rosary of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
The Public Square Rosary Crusade has grown exponentially since 2015 when 250 rallies took place. In
2016 there were 500 and in 2017 more than 1000!
To see more pictures of the 2017 Public Square
Rosary Rallies, turn to page 5.

When you say your Rosary, the angels rejoice, the Blessed Trinity delights in it, my Son finds
joy in it too, and I myself am happier than you can possibly guess. After the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass, there is nothing in the Church that I love as much as the Rosary.
- Our Lady to Blessed Alan de la Roche
To learn more about becoming a Rosary Rally Captain in 2018, go to
www.SANOL.co.za/Rosary-Crusade/

